THE RELIGION OF ANCIENT ROME

morality, for on our answer to that question
must largely depend our judgment as to its
value

We are of course m a peculiarly difficult posi-
tion to grapple with this problem through lack
of contemporary evidence The Rome we know,
in the epochs when we can fairly judge of
character and morality, was not the Rome m
which the 'Religion of Numa' had grown up
and remained unquestioned it had been overlaid
with foreign cults and foreign ideas, had been
used by priests and magistrates as a political
instrument, and discounted among the educated
through the influence of philosophy. But we
may remember m the first place that even then,
especially in the household and in the country,
the old religion had probably a much firmer hold
than one might imagine from literary evidence,
in the second that national character is not the
growth of a day, so that we may safely refer
permanent characteristics to the period when
the old religion held its own

It may be admitted at once that the direct
influence on morality was very small indeed
There was no table of commandments backed
by the religious sanction the sense of csm/
except through breach of ritual, was practically
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